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e is a restricted fund under the auspices of Prism the Gift Fund, charity No. 1099682 (UK). 

JANUARY – DECEMBER 2023 
 

The figures in this report reflect the financial transactions of the UK branch of Choose Love, a restricted fund under the 
auspices of Prism the Gift Fund, registered charity number 1099682 and of the US branch, registered as a 501(c)(3) 
charitable non-profit organisation. The calculations are based on the average monthly exchange rates for 2022 (source: 
www.oanda.com) and daily exchange rate for 2023 (source: Google Finance). 

 

Opening Balance as on 1st Jan 2023 Closing Balance as on 31st Dec 2023 

£15,060,200 £11,557,260 

 

 

GBP      2023 2022 % change 

Global Income  £20,405,659 £28,460,628  -28% 

Global Expenditure  £23,397,042 £17,040,066  +37% 

 
 

Expenditure / Income 
Ratio 115% 60% +55% 
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GLOBAL INCOME 2023 
 

    

Income category / Year 2023 2022 % Change 

Choose Love Shop £728,639 £1,134,920 -36% 

Corporates £1,114,926 £1,199,783 -7% 

Crowdfunding £2,912,027 £4,108,200 -29% 

Events £237,263 £487,513 -51% 

Gift Aid £367,434 £469,629 -22% 

High Profile Talent £1,000,000 N/A New income category 

Individual Donors £338,020 £430,004 -21% 

Interest Income £364,670 £20,597 +1670% 

Legacy/Will £8,990 £0 N/A 

Merchandise £445,486 £490,206 -9% 

Trusts & Foundations £12,738,261 £20,020,459 -36% 

Other Income* £149,944 £99,317 +51% 

Grand Total £20,405,659 £28,460,628 -28% 
     

 *Income that doesn’t fit in any other category, including value added tax (VAT) refund. 
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INCOME ANALYSIS 

In 2022, Choose Love received a generous donation of $10 million (equivalent to £7,853,980 as at 31/12/2023) from 
National Philanthropic Trust as a multi-year unrestricted grant. In 2023, the income dropped by £8,054,969.00, a 28% 
decline against 2022. The data suggests that the $10 million donation in 2022 skewed the income figures and target for 
2023. Further analysis suggests that when removing this donation from data, the income would still show a decline in 2023 
but only at 0.4% less. Many of the major charitable reports for 2023 have not yet been released to understand the general 
trend of charitable giving in 2023 but assumptions can be deduced from the impact of inflation and the cost of living, 
demonstrated by a 4% rise in Consumer Prices Index (Office of National Statistics), which often has a knock-on effect on 
charitable giving. When deducting the 10-million-dollar donation and accounting for inflation, Choose Love’s impact on 
encouraging charitable giving remains strong, demonstrating a resilient fundraising base. 

Increase in Interest Income 

Interest income became a more significant contribution to the total income in 2023. This was largely due to the above-
mentioned donation of $10 million from 2022. During 2023 this was put on deposit in an interest account to take advantage 
of the funds which were not going to be spent. This enabled the funds to generate interest income until they were required. 
The National Philanthropic Trust donation contributed to the majority of the £364,670 that was received in Interest Income 
in 2023. The unspent funds as of 31st December 2023, totalled $7,369,604.61 with the plans to continue generating 
interest income by holding the fund on deposit in 2024 until required. It is anticipated the income received from interest 
will fall in 2024 as we draw down further on these funds and market indicators show that interest rates will be falling. 

Crowdfunding and Choose Love Shop 

Against the backdrop of a tough economical landscape in the UK and an ongoing cost of living crisis, the Crowdfunding 
figures fell by 29% and Choose Love Shop performance in 2023 saw a 36% fall in income compared to 2022. As we account 
on a cash basis the Choose Love Shop figure doesn’t consider the income which would have been received in 2024 but 
related to 2023 or which was received in 2023 but related to 2022. When our records for the 2023 winterization event are 
used the actual figure for our income is £843,282.73 which is 26% down in 2023. This takes account of our estimated gift 
aid claims, offline donations and match funds received during the period. 

This is due to poor performance compared to 2022 in; the UK online store (-42% vs 2022), US online store (-39% vs 2022) 
and UK Physical store (-51% vs 2022). Retail sales in the UK for Non-Food sales decreased by 1.5% on a total basis over 
the three-months to December. Indicating that there were tough economic conditions affecting the sector during the 
period. Despite the macro environment, the drop in performance for the Choose Love shop in 2023 exceeds the impact on 
spending in the wider market. 

The physical store in the US had a positive year and ended the period 94% up on 2022’s performance. This is attributable 
to the prime retail space which was secured for the winterisation event in 2023 around the Rockefeller Center, increasing 
the footfall which we were able to take advantage of. 

Partnerships 

Highlighting some notable partnerships and fundraisers, Choose Love received a grand total of £1M committed by the 
British pop star Harry Styles, for his global ‘Love on tour’. The singer raised and donated more than $6.5 million to several 
charities around the world. 

Choose Love was also sponsored by Project Giving Back and granted a space at the Chelsea Flower Show. Choose Love’s 
garden was designed by Chelsea gold-medal winner Jane Porter and inspired by refugee migration routes across Europe 
and the concept of desired lines. Following the end of the show, Choose Love’s garden was donated to partner Good Food 
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Matters in Croydon, adding to their community space where it offers a space for young people to learn about health-
centred and sustainable food production through cookery.  

 

 

INCOME BY RESTRICTION 

Income Category Restricted Unrestricted Grand Total 

Choose Love Shop £728,639  £728,639 

Corporates £927,561 £187,365 £1,114,926 

Crowdfunding £1,913,086 £998,941 £2,912,027 

Events £200,604 £36,660 £237,263 

Gift Aid  £367,434 £367,434 

High Profile Talent £1,000,000  £1,000,000 

Individual Donors £326,078 £11,942 £338,020 

Interest Income  £364,670 £364,670 

Legacy/Will  £8,990 £8,990 

Merchandise £250,228 £195,258 £445,486 

Trusts & Foundations £11,962,749 £775,512 £12,738,261 

Other Income  £149,944 £149,944 

Grand Total £17,308,944 £3,096,715 £20,405,659 
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INCOME BY ENTITY 

Income category / Entity UK US Grand Total 

Choose Love Shop £489,463 £239,176 £728,639 

Corporates £811,671 £303,255 £1,114,926 

Crowdfunding £2,574,312 £337,714 £2,912,027 

Events £237,263 £0 £237,263 

Gift Aid £367,434 N/A £367,434 

High Profile Talent £1,000,000 £0 £1,000,000 

Individual Donors £71,000 £267,020 £338,020 

Interest Income £361,904 £2,766 £364,670 

Legacy/Will £8,990 £0 £8,990 

Merchandise £445,486 N/A £445,486 

Trusts & Foundations £2,590,227 £10,148,034 £12,738,261 

Other Income £149,944 £0 £149,944 

Grand Total £9,107,694 £11,297,965 £20,405,659 

 

 

 
 

 

  

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Trusts & Foundations

Other Income

Merchandise

Legacy/Will

Interest Income

Individual Donors

High Profile Talent

Gift Aid

Events

Crowdfunding

Corporates

Choose Love Shop

INCOME BY ENTITY 2023

UK US



 

 

7 | P a g e  

CHOOSE LOVE IS A RESTRICTED FUND UNDER THE AUSPICES OF PRISM THE GIFT FUND,  
A CHARITY REGISTERED IN ENGLAND AND WALES NO. 1099682  

CHOOSE LOVE INC IS A 501(C)(3) CHARITABLE NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION REGISTERED IN THE US. 

 

 
TRUSTS & FOUNDATIONS WITH SUPPORT OVER £5,000 IN 2023 * 

1 Adessium 28 NEO Philanthropy, Inc. 

2 Aphorism Foundation 29 Open Society Foundation 

3 Bezos Family Foundation 30 Porticus 

4 Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 31 Project Giving Back 

5 Combined Jewish Philanthropies 32 Schwab Charitable Fund 

6 Comic Relief 33 Shapiro Foundation  

7 Community Foundation of Eastern Connecticut 34 Silicon Valley Community Foundation 

8 Datin Family Fund 35 Somerset House Trust 

9 Dr Martens Foundation 36 Stavros S Niarchos Foundation 

10 Dunn Family Charitable Foundation 37 The Boston Foundation 

11 Estate and Trust of Steven Ober 38 The AEC Trust 

12 Fidelity Investments Charitable Gift Fund 39 The Commonplace Fund (RSF Social Finance) 

13 Frieze Family Foundation 40 The Datin Family Fund, a DAF of Renaissance 
Charitable Foundation 

14 Global Whole Being Fund 41 The Dorothea Haus Ross Foundation 

15 Goldman Sachs Gives 42 The John and Colleen Boselli Fund 

16 Hill Snowdon Foundation 43 The Lister Charitable Trust  

17 Imago Dei Fund  44 The Robert Bosch Stiftung 

18 ImpactAssets, Inc. 45 The Rockefeller Brothers Fund 

19 Jewish Communal Fund  46 The Schooner Foundation 

20 Jongen Charitable Trust 47 The Seneca Trust 

21 Kahane Foundation 48 The Staples Trust 

22 Landry Family Foundation 49 The TBV Fund (Vanguard Charitable) 

23 Mark Leonard Trust 50 The Tedworth Charitable Trust 

24 Material World Foundation Limited 51 Vitol Foundation Geneva 

25 Michael Stars Foundation 52 Vodafone Foundation 

26 Morgan Stanley GIFT 53 Weighbridge Trust 

27 National Basketball Players Association 
Foundation 

  

* Listed in alphabetical order. Donors who wish to stay anonymous are not listed. 
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CORPORATES WITH SUPPORT OVER £5,000 IN 2023 * 

1 Airbnb.org 18 Not Actual Size 

2 Anthropologie (URBAN UK) 19 Pangaia Materials Science Ltd 

3 Atlas Music Ltd 20 Papa Johns 

4 Caroline Hirons Limited 21 Rachel Jackson London Ltd 

5 Choate, Hall & Stewart LLP 22 Sahara Ltd 

6 Clara Amfo 23 Scamp & Dude 

7 Hennes & Mauritz (H&M) 24 Sony 

8 House of Hackney 25 South Street Sea Edi 

9 ITV 26 Stripe Connect 

10 Kensington RG Ltd 27 Sustainable Corp 

11 KIND Snacks UK Limited 28 The Frontier Touring Co. PTY. LTD 

12 Letters Live Limited 29 The Secret Linen Store 

13 MCD Productions Limited 30 The Walk Productions  

14 MCH Studio Ltd 31 Tower Bridge International 

15 Mexican Grill Ltd 32 Universal Music Operations Limited 

16 Morrison & Foerster LLP 33 Varo Partner Ltd 

17 National Financial Services LLC 34 Wild Cosmetic Ltd. 

* Listed in alphabetical order. Donors who wish to stay anonymous are not listed. 
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GLOBAL EXPENDITURE 2023 

 
Expenditure Key explaining Programmes and Core Cost in detail can be found on page 28. 

Type of Expenditure 2023 2022 % Change 

Programmes Choose Love’s programme costs and 
grants to partners. £19,873,835 £14,149,839 +40% 

Core Cost 
London HQ, staff, operational costs – 

rent, bills, admin costs, PR, legal costs. £2,721,299 £1,998,599 +36% 

Fundraising 
Event organisation, venue hire, travel 
costs to meet donors, website costs 
including Choose Love Shop costs.  

£426,069 £567,178 -25% 

Prism the 
Gift Fund 

UK based charitable umbrella providing 
administration of giving, finance and 

compliance management and governing 
structure, including board of trustees. 

£375,840 £324,450 +16% 

Grand Total 23,397,042 £17,040,066 +37% 
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EXPENDITURE ANALYSIS 

Programmes 

Choose Love’s programme expenditure in 2023 increased by 40% compared to 2022. Grants accounted for £19M of 
£19.8M programmatic costs, breaking organisational records for the amount of funding delivered directly to partners on 
the ground. Grant expenditure increased by 44% on the previous year, showing that Choose Love not only maintained but 
increased its ability to disperse funds quickly and compliantly. Grants were made to 255 partners across 37 regions, 
compared to 215 partners in 28 regions in 2022. Estimated 2.9 million people were reached with Choose Love’s support. 

Humanitarian Emergency Response - Disaster Relief & Protracted Crises 

Being among the earliest responders to the crisis triggered by the February 6, 2023 earthquakes, Choose Love swiftly 
allocated funds to support frontline partners in responding in Turkey and affected regions. These funds enabled the 
provision of critical necessities such as non-food items (NFI), food supplies, temporary shelter, water, sanitation, and 
hygiene (WASH) services, as well as psychosocial support. Choose Love funded partners played a pivotal role in delivering 
crucial resources, equipment, and expertise from initial search and rescue operations to subsequent phases of 
rehabilitation, recovery, and reconstruction, effectively assisting those impacted by the widespread devastation. In 2023 
Choose Love distributed almost £7M to Turkey earthquake response.  

Choose Love allocated $205,085 to BINAA Organization for Development, a Turkish non-profit addressing the aftermath 
of the crisis. This funding supported the construction, maintenance, and cleaning of 69 public latrines, 27 of which were 
new constructions, in earthquake-affected regions and Internally Displaced People (IDP) campsites. These efforts 
benefitted 17,910 IDPs by ensuring the functionality of vital latrines crucial for public health and WASH services. 
Additionally, in collaboration with UNDP and sponsored by the Turkish non-profit Assistance Coordination Unit (ACU), 
Choose Love funding enabled BINAA to undertake light rehabilitation and repair of two schools, the Maqri and Ominas 
schools, located in affected areas. This critical construction and restoration work ensured the safety and continuity of 
education for 913 children aged 5-17 years, guaranteeing their access to formal education in secure and inclusive learning 
environments. 

Choose Love distributed $775,000 to support the Independent Doctors Association (IDA), an international NGO aiding 
those affected by conflicts, disasters, and epidemics since its inception in 2012. This donation covered essential IDA staff 
expenses, medical supplies, ICU kits, orthopaedic consumables, and non-food items, also supporting the running costs of 
two health centres [RC3] and one physiotherapy centre. It also facilitated the procurement of a vehicle for mobile medical 
services and offered vital cash assistance for IDA personnel. Notably, $100,000 was allocated to strengthen internal 
departments like media, advocacy, and partnerships, allowing for the recruitment of senior staff to support IDA in achieving 
its goals in its 2023-2025 strategic plan. Additionally, the funding supported two psychologists who conducted wellness 
retreats, offering individual and group sessions to IDA staff to address the stress and emotional toll of their emergency 
relief efforts post-earthquake. In total, 3,255 beneficiaries were directly reached through IDA’s humanitarian relief between 
March and September 2023. 

Choose Love granted $1,800,000 in three instalments to support the White Helmets Association, a community-based first 
responder organisation with 158 teams and nearly 3,000 volunteers. This funding strengthened the partner's capacity for 
emergency response in Turkey and ongoing operations by covering various costs. It included staff expenses such as food, 
transportation, and administrative costs. Funding also supported the removal of 254 unexploded ordnance (UXO), rubble 
and damaged infrastructure removal which rescued 2,950 people trapped under debris and recovered 5,000 bodies, as 
well as clearing important corridors for the delivery of humanitarian aid into affected zones. Additionally, funds were 
allocated for communication and media equipment, reconstructing a 1,000 m2 storage warehouse, safety assessments of 
121 public buildings, and establishing a psychosocial support unit for volunteers. Legal and administrative expenses were 
also covered to facilitate tax-exempt status in the US, enabling broader donor engagement and global advocacy efforts. 
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Choose Love allocated $1.4M across ten instalments to Hand in Hand for Aid and Development's (HIHFAD) earthquake 
response in Turkey. The UK-registered charity, with operational bases in Turkey and partnerships with various UN 
agencies, has been a key player in regional humanitarian efforts. This funding sustained HIHFAD's hospital operations in 
the affected zone with 10,000 litres of fuel for essential generators and facilitated the procurement and distribution of vital 
non-food items, sustenance, and temporary shelters for displaced families. Additionally, it supported the rehabilitation of 
24 residential units across two buildings, benefitting 80 residents, many of whom were women-led households, ensuring 
safe and dignified living environments. Beyond immediate relief efforts, Choose Love's support extended to enhancing 
HIHFAD's organisational capacity through staff welfare initiatives, training programs, audit expenses, and administrative 
fees. This assistance also facilitated the recruitment of specialist staff in the UK and Turkey, optimising internal processes 
and operational efficiency. 

Following the devastation in Turkey, a deadly 6.8 magnitude earthquake struck Morocco's Atlas Mountains near Marrakech, 
causing widespread destruction. Local authorities were overwhelmed, struggling to move aid into the remote, rural 
communities that were severely affected. Choose Love rapidly allocated funds to grassroots organisations, aiding in 
emergency relief efforts, including essential items, food, WASH services, temporary shelter, modular housing units, and 
lifesaving search and rescue operations. In 2023 Choose Love distributed £180,230 to Morocco earthquake response. 

Founded in 2000 by former Peace Corps Volunteers, the High Atlas Foundation is a Moroccan association and a U.S. 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organisation dedicated to sustainable development in Morocco. In 2023, Choose Love extended vital 
support, amounting to $47,500, for HAF's earthquake response efforts. This funding facilitated the procurement and 
distribution of essential supplies, including warm clothing, school materials, tents, and solar lamps. Benefiting three village 
communities across two municipalities, the relief efforts reached approximately 800 individuals, including 90 children. With 
many enduring harsh conditions outdoors amidst dropping temperatures, these provisions ensured their immediate health, 
well-being, and educational continuity. 

Choose Love funding also extended vital support to Moroccan non-profit organisation The Amal Women’s Training Centre 
for their earthquake response in Morocco. With a grant of $70,000, the Amal Centre addressed the needs of 260 students 
from affected communities. The funding facilitated their relocation to Marrakech for continued education by covering the 
salaries of Amal’s activity coordinators and boarding masters for 10 months. This donation also covered the cost of 
essential items like food supplies, bedding, and key infrastructure repairs to ensure the boarding houses were ready to 
accommodate the students. 

The Fund for Global Human Rights, a UK-registered charity which has helped grassroots human rights organisations in 
North Africa since 2004, was also supported by Choose Love funding with $40,000 for its emergency response work that 
was sub-granted to local partners. This funding supported the Association El Amane pour le Développement de la Femme, 
Groupe Antiraciste d’Accompagnement et de Defense des Etrangers et Migrants, and L'Association de la Communauté 
Congolaise. This enabled the partners to provide immediate resources like food, NFI, water, shelter, psychological support, 
and hospitalisation service to survivors. This funding also covered the cost of lifesaving response activities by contributing 
to the rent of 20 helicopters that undertook vital search and rescue missions.   

International Conflict and Humanitarian Relief - Immediate and aftermath  

Following the outbreak of war in Gaza on October 7th, Choose Love launched its emergency fundraiser ‘CIVILIANS MUST 
NOT BE A TARGET’ to support critical humanitarian response efforts on the ground. Last year, $160,000 was allocated to 
Medical Aid for Palestinians (MAP) for trauma and emergency response. This funding supported MAP's deployment of life-
saving essential trauma and emergency drugs, medical consumables, disposables, as well as the distribution of essential 
non-food items like blankets, mattresses, and hygiene kits to address critical gaps in healthcare and humanitarian support. 
A portion of this funding was allocated to MAP's core administration and overhead costs for its operations in the region.  

Since Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022 leading to the displacement of 14 million people, the UN 
estimates that by the end of 2023 14.6 million people required humanitarian assistance. Choose Love continues supporting 
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frontline organisations in and around Ukraine, facilitating vital relief efforts including healthcare, food, shelter repairs, 
household items, and protection services such as counselling, psychosocial support and legal aid for those affected. 

Choose Love supported the POLAND4YOU Foundation in Modlinska, Poland, with $425,392 distributed over two grants 
and four instalments. This funding covered operational costs for the Modlińska Humanitarian Aid Centre, ensuring better 
living conditions for approximately 650 Ukrainian residents in the first half of 2023. Additionally, Choose Love assisted 
POLAND4YOU, the Humanitarian Innovation Group, and GE Operator’s 'Modlińska Resident Transition Project' exit strategy, 
to ensure the secure relocation of the Centre’s residents through sustainable partnerships and relocation services. From 
July 2023, Choose Love ensured the distribution of 36,240 meals to 355 residents and covered core operational costs, 
including staff stipends, security, maintenance, cleaning, and utility expenses. Choose Love also funded Caritas member 
organisations in Austria and Poland, with two separate grants totalling €75,000 to support their humanitarian assistance 
of Ukrainian refugees. Funding to Caritas Poland supported the Migrant and Refugee Help Center in Warsaw, covering 
important costs like pre-paid cards, e-codes from supermarket chains,  food parcels, and costs for psychological support, 
language learning, and children daycare services. Choose Love funding covered Caritas Austrias procurement of Starlink 
satellite dishes for 85 residents and five businesses, ensuring connectivity to critical communications infrastructure and 
enhancing connectivity for Caritas centres and shelters. 

Greece 

Choose Love continues to support its large partner-network in Greece, which after Turkey and Ukraine, received the most 
funding over 2023. Thanks to the work of Choose Love’s dedicated team of Programmes Managers in Greece, Choose 
Love continued supporting 48 longstanding partnerships throughout 2023 with a total funding of £2.3M, plugging 
important gaps that have emerged following increases in arrivals to the country and increasingly precarious living 
conditions identified within EU-funded Closed Controlled Access Centres (CCAC) hosting asylum seekers across the Greek 
islands of Samos, Lesvos, Kos, Leros and Chios.  

United Kingdom 

In the UK, Choose Love funded 38 partners with a total of £1.5M. This included £108,425 allocated to Citizens UK to assist 
in rehousing Ukrainian refugees arriving under the government's Homes for Ukraine scheme, resulting in 30 key 
Resettlement Partners receiving capacity building help which supported 1,722 beneficiaries. Additionally, Choose Love 
distributed £100,000 to the British Refugee Council’s MyView programme, enabling their specialist therapeutic and 
casework support for young refugees by covering key staff and programmatic costs. Another partner, Young Roots, 
received £55,000 to sustain the Croydon Advice and Support Hub, benefitting 781 young people. This funding covered 
essential costs like staff salaries, telecommunication, and training, leading to outcomes such as 365 individuals receiving 
1-to-1 casework support, 34 enrolling in education, and the prevention of homelessness for 55 young people. 

Lebanon  

Choose Love has cultivated a robust network of grantees in Lebanon, recognising the pivotal role that civil society 
organisations fulfil across various sectors in the country. Presently, approximately 1.3 million Syrian and Palestinian 
refugees reside in Lebanon, primarily concentrated in northern regions. Displaced communities confront challenges related 
to food insecurity and financial instability, relying heavily on humanitarian aid. Additionally, ongoing conflicts in the 
southern regions of Lebanon have triggered a fresh wave of displacement. 

Choose Love is the intermediary for the Collective for Refugee Leadership in the Middle East and North Africa (CRLM), a 
Collective that works to build a refugee-led ecosystem in the region. The aim is to shift power to refugees and mobilize our 
complementary resources to strengthen refugee-led organizations (RLOs) across MENA to advance the rights, well-being, 
and security of refugees and their communities. 
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Refugee leaders and RLOs should be key actors in defining and driving programmatic, advocacy, and funding agendas 
based on their communities’ needs. In Choose Love’s vision, RLOs work collectively to identify solutions to shared 
challenges, while donors and international actors organize their programs, advocacy, and funding in alignment with the 
priorities laid out by RLOs. As a Collective advancing RLO leadership, we envision that RLOs have access to financial and 
non-financial support that helps strengthen their organizational capacity and sustainability. 

International donors have struggled to keep up with rapidly evolving humanitarian needs in Lebanon in the last couple of 
years. What was initially a refugee crisis has become progressively more complex as new crises have rendered many other 
communities in Lebanon vulnerable. In 2023, Choose Love allocated over £1.1 million to support our partners in Lebanon, 
both through the Collective funds and with direct grants to partners to meet emergency needs. Additionally, CRLM has 
secured increased resources to enhance the effectiveness of our initiatives in 2024 and reach more partners with multi-
year, sustainable funding wherever possible. 

US/Mexico 

In 2023, over 3.2 million people attempted to enter the US via its border with Mexico. In the same year, over 500,000 
people (a quarter of whom were minors) crossed the perilous Darien Gap to reach the US via Mexico compared to an 
estimated 250,000 people in 2022. The Darien Gap is now considered the deadliest land route in the world by the 
International Organisation of Migration. As hostile immigration policies continued throughout the year, the humanitarian 
situation on either side of the border grew increasingly dire with people on the move highly vulnerable to exploitation, 
targeted violence, and going without basic necessities. Choose Love responded to this crisis by providing over £1,250,077 
of funding to 22 organisations filling gaps in protection and humanitarian aid on either side of the border. 

With c£47,000, Al Otro Lado’s Border Right’s Project was able to provide critical legal aid and wraparound support to nearly 
10,000 displaced individuals living in horrific conditions along the Tijuana/San Diego border during the last 6 months of the 
year. In 2023, c£40,000 enabled Nest Global to provide high-quality education and care to displaced families at Nest 
Tijuana, serving up to 100 children ages 3-6. Nest staff also developed an afternoon drop-in program for children, 
teenagers, parents and grandparents staying at the nearby shelter where community members seeking a respite from the 
chaos of the shelter can gather to connect, play, rest and recharge. Finally, Solidarity Engineering was able to leverage 
c£27,000 in support to provide over 210,529 litres of drinking water to over 12,000 people across camps and shelters in 
Reynosa and Matamoros, Mexico over 6 months. Before Solidarity Engineering started working in these camps, thousands 
of asylum seekers were drinking dirty river water instead of clean, potable water, which resulted in them suffering from 
preventable water-borne illnesses. 

In early 2024, Choose Love has continued support to partners in the region as migration remains at a high rate, with more 
people now seeking protection by traveling along key migration routes to reach the US-Mexico border than via the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

Core Costs and Fundraising  

In 2023, Choose Love experienced a 36% increase in core operational costs compared to 2022, reflecting the 
organisation's continued growth and staff specialisation. This necessitated the relocation of Choose Love's headquarters 
to a larger office space to accommodate the increased headcount, requiring a dedicated Office and Facilities Manager to 
handle the office’s administration and day-to-day maintenance needs.  

To enhance its ability to respond effectively to emergencies, Choose Love appointed a dedicated Head of Programmes 
(Emergency Response). This strategic decision was made to ensure the organisation has the necessary expertise in 
humanitarian emergency response operations, which was pivotal for Choose Love’s coordination of its humanitarian 
response and funding support of partners in Gaza. Choose Love also expanded its partnerships team by creating new roles 
for a Partnerships Manager, Community Fundraising Lead, and Music and Events Manager, which positively impacted 
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income streams and brand-building awareness through a series of successful fundraiser events and partnerships 
throughout the year.  

To support Choose Love‘s growing operations, Prism the Gift Fund—the UK-based charitable umbrella that provides 
donation administration, finance and compliance management, and a governing structure that includes a board of 
trustees—raised their fee to meet the needs of their largest Collective Fund. The 16% fee increase allowed Prism to hire 
two new staff members within the finance team, necessary to meet the increasing demand for additional financial 
management support as a consequence of Choose Love’s rapid growth in 2023. The fee covers less than 2% (inc. VAT) of 
Choose Love’s annual income, enabling a designated team of six staff to manage all financial, grant making, and compliance 
matters. 

 

EXPENDITURE BY ENTITY 

Expenditure 
category/Entity 

UK US Total 

Core Cost £2,358,064 £363,235 £2,721,299 

Fundraising £290,058 £136,010 £426,069 

Prism the Gift Fund £375,840 N/A £375,840 

Programmes £12,312,198 £7,561,637 £19,873,835 

Grand Total £15,336,160 £8,060,882 £23,397,042 

 

Please note that the UK branch consists of the headquarters and the full operational team, therefore more than 60% of the 
total funds are distributed through the UK. The US branch acts as a fundraising body for income from Trusts & Foundations, 
with less operational activity and fewer staff. Since 2021, programmes funding is increasingly being distributed through 
the US branch for partners working on the US/Mexican border, the Middle East, Ukraine (and cross-border countries) and 
rest of the world. 
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CORE COSTS 

Core Costs  2023 2022 % Change 

Admin & Accountancy £26,166 £30,422 -14% 

Legal & Insurance £74,224 £227,685 -67% 

Operational Cost £1,046,348 £627,168 +67% 

PR and Marketing £122,618 £56,775 +116% 

Staff HQ £1,438,616 £1,022,153 +41% 

Staff Training £13,327 £34,396 -61% 

Core Cost Total £2,721,299 £1,998,599 +36% 
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PROGRAMME COSTS 

Programmes  2023 2022 % Change 

Grants  £19,021,300 £13,183,133 +44% 
 Unspent Grants Return -£66,623 £0 N/A 

Grants Total  £18,954,677 £13,183,133 +44% 
     

Programme Cost Direct Cost £1,000 £18,062 -94% 
 Operational Cost £34 £37,758 -100% 

Programme Cost Total*  £1,034 £55,820 -98% 
     

Programme Support Admin & Accountancy £0 £4,631 -100% 
 Legal & Insurance £9,124 £19,245 -53% 
 Monitoring & Evaluation £130,147 £72,096 +81% 
 PR and marketing £67,007 £101,361 -34% 
 Staff HQ £501,135 £482,729 +4% 
 Staff on the ground £205,064 £227,095 -10% 
 Staff Training £5,646 £3,731 +51% 

Programme Support Total  £918,124 £910,887 +1% 
     

Grand Total  £19,873,835 £14,149,839 +40% 

 

A 98% decrease in programme costs reflects Choose Love’s move towards being a grant-making organisation. Up until 
2020, Choose Love operated on the ground as well as funding partners via grants. In 2021, Choose Love began to move 
towards grant-making to partners with expert knowledge of intricate local situations. In 2022, the strategic goal of 
becoming a grant-making organisation was met, as shown by direct and operational costs accounting for just 0.4% of total 
programmes expenditure. In 2023 we had some historical commitments to be settled and the spending on operational cost 
was close to 0%. From 2024 the Programme Direct Costs and Operational Costs categories will be removed fully.  
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EXPENDITURE BY REGION (PROGRAMMES ONLY) 

Region 2023 2022 % Change 

Afghanistan £315,930 £126,165 +150% 

Armenia £75,898 £0 New Region 

Australia £0 £29,064 -100% 

Austria £41,289 £42,903 -4% 

Bangladesh £19,304 £0 New Region 

Bosnia and Herzegovina £141,166 £142,322 -1% 

Brazil £40,130 £122,630 -67% 

Central Med £111,373 £20,000 +457% 

Chad £15,911 £0 New Region 

Croatia £0 £100 -100% 

Cyprus £26,115 £12,755 +105% 

Czech Republic £34,834 £0 New Region 

Egypt £23,899 £0 New Region 

France £629,816 £255,997 +146% 

Greece £2,296,862 £2,544,134 -10% 

Hungary £4,434 £55,238 -92% 

Ireland £32,846 £0 New Region 

Israel £16,022 £0 New Region 

Italy £43,099 £49,125 -12% 

Jordan £5,000 £900 +455% 

Kenya £31,348 £20,000 +57% 

Kurdistan £133,273 £75,000 +78% 

Lebanon £1,081,764 £950,460 +14% 

Libya £43,420 £0 New Region 

Moldova £147,069 £456,390 -68% 

Morocco £180,230 £0 New Region 

Pakistan £40,106 £44,767 -10% 

Palestine £129,677 £0 New Region 

Poland £1,512,629 £1,479,461 +2% 

Romania £127,030 £219,074 -42% 

Serbia £54,131 £136,813 -60% 

Slovakia £8,867 £17,409 -49% 

South Sudan £25,739 £0 New Region 

Sudan £34,604 £0 New Region 

Turkey and surrounding regions £6,922,897 £305,387 +2167% 

UK £1,532,770 £1,146,820 +34% 

Ukraine £2,519,374 £5,135,500 -51% 

US/Mexican borders £1,250,077 £379,407 +229% 

USA £224,902 £382,018 -41% 

Grand Total £19,873,835 £14,149,839 +40% 
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*Afghanistan, Armenia, Austria, Bangladesh, Bosnia, Brazil, Central Med, Chad  Cyprus, Czech Republic, Egypt, Hungary, 
Ireland, Israel, Italy, Jordan, Kenya, Kurdistan, Libya, Moldova, Morocco, Pakistan, Palestine, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, 
South Sudan, Sudan, USA 
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EXPENDITURE BY SECTOR (PROGRAMMES ONLY) 

Sector 2023 2022 % Change 

Anti-trafficking £40,916 £93,670 -56% 

Awareness £162,531 £244,857 -34% 

Capacity building £510,161 £0 New sector 

Cash assistance £533,849 £210,068 +154% 

Climate change and environment £15,748 £14,848 +6% 

Community and inclusion £882,690 £1,720,154 -49% 

Education £1,237,490 £993,347 +25% 

Evacuations and humanitarian corridors £284,423 £580,477 -51% 

Food £680,937 £551,575 +23% 

Health and wellbeing £293,339 £125,652 +133% 

Legal support and advocacy £1,758,808 £1,637,274 +7% 

Livelihoods and vocational training £285,162 £207,810 +37% 

Medical support £1,851,052 £1,412,650 +31% 

Multi-sectoral £6,229,195 £3,790,754 +64% 

Non-food Items (NFIs) £1,818,510 £731,804 +148% 

Psychosocial support (PSS) £794,380 £552,374 +44% 

Search and rescue £445,788 £20,000 +2129% 

Shelter and housing £1,650,641 £1,211,745 +36% 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) £398,213 £50,780 +684% 

Grand Total £19,873,835 £14,149,839 +40% 
 

 

0%

0%

1%

1%

1%

1%

2%

2%

3%

3%

3%

4%

4%

6%

8%

9%

9%

9%

31%

Climate change and environment

Anti-trafficking

Awareness

Evacuations and humanitarian corridors

Livelihoods and vocational training

Health and wellbeing

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH)

Search and rescue

Capacity building

Cash assistance

Food

Psychosocial support (PSS)

Community and inclusion

Education

Shelter and housing

Legal support and advocacy

Non-food Items (NFIs)

Medical support

Multi-sectoral

EXPENDITURE BY SECTOR 2023
(PROGRAMMES ONLY)



 

 

20 | P a g e  

CHOOSE LOVE IS A RESTRICTED FUND UNDER THE AUSPICES OF PRISM THE GIFT FUND,  
A CHARITY REGISTERED IN ENGLAND AND WALES NO. 1099682  

CHOOSE LOVE INC IS A 501(C)(3) CHARITABLE NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION REGISTERED IN THE US. 

 

PARTNERS SUPPORTED IN 2023 
Partners are listed by country of operation, rather than their country of registration, e.g. Hand in Hand is registered in the 
UK but provides support in Turkey and surrounding regions. Some of the partners supported by Choose Love operate in 
two or more countries e.g. Collective Aid can be found listed Bosnia and Serbia. Finally, some projects are operating cross-
border (e.g. they are registered in Poland and operating in both Poland and Ukraine), those partners are usually listed under 
the country of their primary impact. In 2023, Choose Love financially supported 255 partners across 37 regions. 

Please note that the list of partners is based on distributed funds (bank transfers executed) in the 2023 calendar year but 
doesn’t include partners who received funding in 2022 whose grant periods continued over the following year, or partners 
with whom we developed a partnership in 2023 but didn’t deliver funds until the following year.  

Country of Programme Partner 

Afghanistan Association of Afghan Healthcare Professionals UK (AAHP) 
 British & Irish Agencies Afghanistan Group (BAAG) 
 Children on the Edge 
 Institute for State Effectiveness 
 Peace of Mind Association Inc. 
 Uplift Afghanistan Fund 
 Women for Women International UK 

Armenia Miaseen 
 Partnership and Teaching NGO 
 Urban Foundation for Sustainable Development 

Austria Afro Rainbow Austria 

Bangladesh Restless Beings 

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 

Collective Aid 

No Name Kitchen 

Brazil Welight Institute 

Central Med European Society for the Rescue of Life at Sea (SOS Mediterranee Germany) 
 Sea Punks e.V. 
 Search and Rescue Relief (SARR) 
 SOS Mediterranee 
 Zusammenland gUG (haftungsbeschrä nkt) (Mare Go) 

Chad RefugePoint 

Cyprus CY.R.C. Cyprus Refugee Council 
 Generation for Change 

Czech Republic Agency for Migration and Adaptation (AMIGA) 

Egypt St Andrew’s Refugee Services (StARS) 

France ECPAT 
 J'accueille by SINGA 
 Safe Passage 

Greece Amna (formerly Refugee Trauma Initiative) 
 Amna (Refugee Trauma Initiative Hellas) 
 ASSIST 
 Attika Warehouse 
 Avocats Sans Frontiers 



 

 

21 | P a g e  

CHOOSE LOVE IS A RESTRICTED FUND UNDER THE AUSPICES OF PRISM THE GIFT FUND,  
A CHARITY REGISTERED IN ENGLAND AND WALES NO. 1099682  

CHOOSE LOVE INC IS A 501(C)(3) CHARITABLE NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION REGISTERED IN THE US. 

 

Country of Programme Partner 

Greece Be Aware and Share (BAAS) 
 Better Days Greece 
 CHEERing 
 Crisis Management Association CMA 
 Dentists 4 All / Seeds for humanity 
 Drop in the Ocean 
 Emantes - International Lgbtqia+ Solidarity 
 Equal Legal Aid (ELA) 
 Equal Rights Beyond Borders 
 Europe Cares e.V. 
 Faros Elpidas 
 Fenix - Humanitarian Legal Aid 
 FoodKind 
 Free Movement Skateboarding 
 Glocal Roots 
 Greek Forum of Migrants 
 HIAS 
 Human Rights Legal Project 
 I Have Rights 
 InCommonOn Civil Not-profit company 
 InterEuropean Human Aid Association (IHA) 
 Irida Women’s Centre 
 Just Action 
 Lighthouse Relief 
 MedEqualiteam 
 Melissa Network 
 Mobile Info Team (MIT) 
 Movement on the Ground 
 Northern Lights Aid 
 Offene Arme 
 Omnes 
 RAD Music Intenational (Cultural Club) 
 ReFOCUS Media Labs 
 Refugee Biriyani & Bananas (RBB) 
 Refugee Youth Service 
 RefugeeEd 
 Saffron Kitchen Project 
 Samos Volunteers 
 Selfm.aid 
 Thalassa of Solidarity 
 Velos - Greece  
 Yoga and Sport for Refugees 

Hungary Artemisszio Foundation (Artemisszio Alapitvany) 

Ireland Helping Irish Hosts (HIH) 
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Country of Programme Partner 
 Jewish Representative Council of Ireland (JRCI) 

Israel The New Israel Fund  

Italy Baobab Experience 
 Mediterranea Saving Humans APS (Maldusa Project) 

Jordan Refugee Career Jumpstart Project 

Kenya Elimisha Kakuma 
 Gua Africa 

Kurdistan The Lotus Flower 

Lebanon Access Center for Human Rights 
 Ass. Basmeh & Zeitooneh 
 Domestic Workers Unite Inc 
 Endless Medical Advantage 
 Laban-Live Lactic Culture 
 Molham Volunteering Team 
 Mosaik Education 
 Sabbara UK Community Interest Company, Makani 
 Sawa for Development and Aid 
 Stichting Friends of Alpha 
 The Studio 
 Threads of Peace Dlese 
 Women Now for Development 

Libya White Helmets Association (Beyaz Baretliler Derneği) 

Moldova A.O. “Asociatia pentru Drepturile Omului Lex XXI” (the Association for Human Rights Lex XXI) 
(ADO Lex XXI)  Katalyst Kitchens 

 Platforma Femeilor Rome “ROMNI” 

Morocco Association Assafou pour le developpement 
 Association Initiative pour la Solidarité Sociale (Al Mobadara) 
 Association JOOD 
 High Atlas Foundation 
 Institution Nationale De Solidarité Avec Les Femmes En Détresse (INSAF) 
 Movement on the Ground 
 The Amal Women’s Training Centre (The Amal Centre) 
 The Fund for Global Human Rights UK 

Pakistan Rainbow Railroad USA 

Palestine Medical Aid for Palestinians 

Poland Americans For Ukraine Inc (Humanitarian Innovation Group (HIG)) 
 Auschwitz-Birkenau Foundation 
 Caritas Polska 
 Dla Ziemi 
 Egala Association 
 Faros Elpidas 
 Foundation for Social Diversity (FSD) 
 Foundation for Somalia 
 Fundacja Freedom Space 
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Country of Programme Partner 
 Fundacja Polska Gościnność (FPG) 

Poland Jewish Community Centre (JCC Krakow) 
 Klub Inteligencji Katolickiej (KIK) 
 Nomada 
 Ocalenie Foundation 
 Poland4You Foundation 
 Polish Migration Forum Foundation 
 ReFOCUS Media Labs 
 The Flying Seagull Project 

Romania Adpare 
 Asociația ACCEPT (ACCEPT Association) 
 LOGS 
 The Northwestern Association of Social Entrepreneurs 

Serbia Collective Aid 

Slovakia Ukrainska Spilka 

South Sudan Cohere Charity 

Sudan Gua Africa 

Turkey and 
surrounding regions 

Association Union des Organisations de Secours et Soins Médicaux International - UOSSM 
International Hand in Hand for Aid and Developement 

 Horizon 
 Molham Volunteering Team 
 Mosaic (SGSE) 
 Syrian American Medical Society 
 Violet 
 Women Now for Development 
 AHBAP Dernegi 
 AKUT Arama ve Kurtarma Derneği (Search and Rescue Association) 
 BINAA Organization for Development (Toplum Kalkınma Derneği) 
 Connect by Music/CBM 
 Deepening Awareness and Restoring Bridges / DARB 
 Emissa for Development 
 Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
 Equity and Empowerment 
 Etijjahat 
 GIVMED 
 Guardians of Equality Movement (GEM) 
 Hand in Hand for Aid and Developement 
 Hayata Destek Derneği 
 Hurras Network 
 Karam Foundation 
 Maram Foundation (Nur Derneği) 
 Physicians Across Continents (Kitalararasi Doktorlar Dernegi) 
 Respond Crisis Translation 
 SARD 
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Country of Programme Partner 

Turkey and 
surrounding regions 

SAWA for Development & Aid 

Sawa for Development and Aid 
 SirkHane - Her Yerde Sanat Derneği (Art Anywhere Association) 
 Stichting Childhouses 
 The Flying Seagull Project 
 The Lotus Flower 
 White Helmets Association (Beyaz Baretliler Derneği) 

United Kingdom Afghan Association Paiwand 
 African Rainbow Family 
 Arian Teleheal 
 Asylum Aid 
 Baby Basics UK 
 Baobab Women's Project 
 BIASAN 
 Bloody Good Period 
 Breadwinners Foundation 
 British Refugee Council 
 Citizens UK 
 Counterpoints Arts 
 Coventry Asylum and Refugee Action Group 
 Daaro Youth Project 
 Displaced Collective 
 Good Food Matters 
 Hackney Children and Baby Bank 
 Hopetowns 
 IndiGo Volunteers 
 Keep the Drums and Lose the Knife (KDLK) 
 Kent Refugee Action Network (KRAN) 
 Manor Gardens Welfare Trust (Dahlia Project) 
 Mosaik Education 
 Peace of Mind 
 Project MAMA 
 Refuweegee 
 Resourcing Racial Justice 
 Salusbury World 
 Say It Loud 
 The Flying Seagull Project 
 The Vavengers 
 The Walk Productions Ltd 
 Together Now 
 We Dared to Dream CIC (Action for Sama) 
 West London Welcome 
 Women for Refugee Women 

 Young Roots 
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Country of Programme Partner 

Ukraine Brave Generation 
 Caritas Austria 
 Charitable Organization “Charity Foundation” Stabilization Support Services” (CO CF SSS) 
 Charitable Organization “Light Of Hope” 
 Charity Organization "Charitable Foundation "Good on Amur" 
 Children of Heroes 
 Children on the Edge 
 Community Of Families Raising Children with Developmental Disabilities:See With Your Heart 
 Crisis Psychological Assistantce 
 Distribute Aid 
 Dobrodiy Club 
 Enjoying Life 
 Fight for Right 
 Fulcrum 
 Fundacja Freedom Space 
 Gen Ukrainian 
 GIVMED 
 Good Bread for Good People 
 Insight 
 La Strada International 
 Light Of Hope 
 Migrant Offshore Aid Station (MOAS) - UK 
 NGO Feminist Workshop 
 Non-Profit Builder 
 Nova Ukraine 
 Open Collective Foundation 
 Pavlograd City Public Organisation 
 Pomogaem 
 Romodrom o.p.s. 
 Save Ukraine 
 SavED 
 Super Humans 
 Tabletochki 
 Ukrainian Association of Persons with Disabilities «Group for Active Rehabilitation»  
 Ukrainian Partnership of the Blind - All-Ukrainian Public Organization of Disabled 
 Victoria Hand Project 
 Vidchui 
 Voices of Children 
 Women's Space 

US/Mexican borders Al Otro Lado  
 Armadillos Search and Rescue 
 Border Butterflies via Transgender Law Center 
 Border Kindness 
 Casa Arcoiris 
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Country of Programme Partner 

US/Mexican borders Centro 32 via Derechoscopio A.C. 
 CIELO (Comunidades Indígenas en Liderazgo) via Los Angeles Alliance for a New Economy 
 DHIA (Derechos Humanos Integrales en Acción) 
 Espacio Migrante, A.C. 
 FWD.us Education Fund 
 Global Response Management Inc. 
 Good Neighbor Settlement House 
 Haitian Bridge Alliance 
 Immigrant Defenders Law Center 
 IMUMI (Instituto para las Mujeres en la Migración, A.C.) 
 IRAP (International Refugee Assistance Project) 
 Nest Global (Formerly Pedagogical Institute of Los Angeles) 
 Refugee Health Alliance 
 The Sidewalk School via Good Neighbor Settlement House 
 Solidarity Engineering 
 Stichting Lighthouse Reports 
 Together & Free 
 The Walk Productions Ltd 

USA Women for Afghan Women Inc. 
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Additional notes 

1. Choose Love Inc. uses accrual accounting (based on transaction occurrence) as opposed to cash accounting 
(when payments are received/made) used at Prism the Gift Fund. For the Global Accounts, cash-based accounting 
has been used to compile the figures. Therefore, if the US branch (Choose Love Inc.) figures in this document are 
compared with the Choose Love Inc. audited accounts there may be a discrepancy. This is due only to the 
difference in accounting methods used and is not a difference in actual income/expenditure. 
 

2. You can request our Annual Accounts also in the USD currency. Please note, that the increase and decrease 
percentages compared to 2022 are different in each currency (GBP and USD) due to currency fluctuation.   
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EXPENDITURE KEY 

Expenditure 
Type Category Sub-category Examples 

Programmes 

Grants - 
Grants to organisations operating directly on the ground. 
Funding towards direct costs, operational costs, or 
overheads. 

Programme 
Cost 

Direct Cost 
Products & services for beneficiaries. Direct payments to 
suppliers for food, tents, sleeping bags, hygienic packs, 
clothes, toys, nappies etc. 

Operational Cost Premises costs, vehicle cost, bills, tax, distribution costs 

Programme 
Support  

Admin & 
Accountancy Bank charges, other charges and fees 

Staff – 
Implementing 

Partners 

Consultancy fees and payroll costs for staff working 
directly on projects. covering staff costs directly for long 
term partners who have not yet developed their own 
payment system for the staff. 

Staff HQ Staff working on programmes from the HQ in the UK and 
US.   

Staff on the ground 
staff based in the country of support, keeping close 
relationship with the partners 

Monitoring & 
Evaluation 

Flight tickets, travel, accommodation, and food for staff 
responsible for M&E 

Volunteer Expenses Food, travel, and accommodation 

Staff Training 
First Aid, safeguarding, asylum process workshop, field 
staff wellbeing workshop, etc. 

PR and marketing Banners, leaflets, website costs, social media 
management cost etc. 

Legal & Insurance Legal fees and insurance related to work of Choose Love’s 
partners 

Core Costs - 

Admin & 
Accountancy Bank charges, other charges and fees 

Staff Consultancy fees and payroll cost for core team based in 
London, UK 

Operational Cost London office rent, bills, tax, infrastructure cost 

PR and marketing Banners, leaflets, website costs, social media 
management cost 

Legal & Insurance  Trademarks – brand protection, Legal advice, Insurance 

Staff Training Leadership & Management Skills 

Fundraising - - 
Events organisation, venue hire, travel costs to meet 
donors, consultancy fees for fundraisers, website costs 
including Choose Love Shop costs, etc. 

Prism the 
Gift Fund - - 

UK based charitable umbrella providing administration of 
giving, finance and compliance management and 
governing structure, including board of trustees. 

 


